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hostilities between Aurangzib and Masaud Khan, the Bijapui-
regent. Indeed, both the emperor and his daughter-in-law,
Shahr Banu, the wife of Azam Shah, known to the Marathas
as Padshah Begam, had in 1681 appealed to the Bijapur
general, Sarza Khan, to join in a combined crusade against
Sambhaji, But the Adil Shahi government knew well that
the destruction of Sambhaji would be followed by their
own; and instead of sending help to Aurangzib secretly
sent every man whom they could spare to the Maratha
king's aid. To punish Bijapur, Aurangzib had twice sent
Azam Shah to raid its northern territories. But it was
not until the 1st April, 1685, that the offensive against
Bijapur began. The difficulties faced by the invading
army were three-fold. The Adil Shahi king, Sikandar
Shah, had taken over the government himself, and Masaud
Khan, the former regent, had retired to Adoni, where he
hoped to establish an independent state. Rid of this
worthless man, Sikandar facod the Moghul invasion with
calm courage/ He asked for and obtained promises of help
from Golconda, where the wise Madanna Pant was still
first minister, and from Sambhaji. On the 14th August,
1685, a Golconda force under Ambaji Pandit reached Bijapur
and from December, 1C85, Hambirrao Mohite, with a body
of Maratha horse, began to harass the Moghul communi-
cations with the north. In October, 1685, another body of
Maratha cavalry, imitating Shivaji'y raid on Surat, appeared
suddenly before Broach. This historic city, known to the
Greek mariners of Egypt as Barugaza, was one of the mowt
ancient ports of India. Its name is derived from two
words, Bhrigu and Kaccha. Kaccha means field, and Bhrij^ti
Kaccha moans the field of Bhrigu, the name of tho mighty
rishi, or soer, who owned it* On one occasion, HO it in
related, the rishis of India, doubtful which ono of tho Hindu
triad they should lipnour most, sent Bhrigu to visil in person

*He sent a, flpiriM letter to Aurangslb (Irnnamling tho evacuation of his
country and tho return of the tribute paid by him. On. those terms he said he
would join the emperor against the Mamthas. Hoc extract of hto letter in Appendix.